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        Lily was a magical horse.  It was said that she had been a golden haired Princess, who had been turned into a golden mare by a wicked witch. She was an Akhal-Teke horse from Turkmen, in the southern region of a country now known as Turkmenistan. She was said to roam the arid and barren steps, leading a herd of magical horses that protected the people from evil. The Akhal-Teke is an ancient breed that had a reputation of great stamina and courage. They are among the most elegant of the world's horses. 
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        Lily’s head was similar to the Persian Arab, being long and light with expressive eyes. She had long ears and a long neck, a short, silky mane and a short tail.  She had a narrow chest, long back and flat ribs. Her legs were long and slender, clearly revealing the tendons. She stood over 16 hands in height. She was gray with a pale golden coat that shimmered in the sun. At night the coat turned ghostly white in the moonlight and was said to scare ghosts and evil spirits away from the people of Turkmen. 
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        Also, when the horses ran, they would have crimson sweat just like blood. The ancient Chinese emperors believed the blood sweating horses to be touched with a divine grace and the blood sweating set them apart as a special breed touched by Heaven.
    

    
        The fame of the Akhal-Teke in the ancient world spread very far, and they were highly desired by ancient Chinese emperors. One Emperor in particular, Emperor Wu Ti of 141 B.C. of the Western Han Dynasty, loved horses even more. He was single-minded in his pursuit and acquisition of the Parthian "blood sweating" horses, as the Akhal-Tekes were then known in the Chinese court. He was relentless. To improve the quality of his horses, Emperor Wu Ti searched for fine stallions and mares outside the empire.
    

    
         To get the mysterious hanxue (sweating blood) horse. He sent an expedition to Turkmen with large amounts of gold to exchange for these horses. He even staged a three-year war against the small kingdom. However the horses were sacred to the people. His offer was refused and the treasure was captured.
    

    
       
    

    
        This rejection threw the powerful Emperor into a rage and he took to his bed and fell into a deep and troubled sleep. In his tormented dream he entered the underworld and talked to Zhong Kui the ‘King of the Ghosts’ from Hell. In exchange for the spirit of Lily, Zhong Kui said he would capture her and the magical herd and bring them back to China. The Emperor Wu Ti sent another expedition to Turkmen with Zhong Kui at it’s head. This time the army was huge with 60,000 soldiers, 30,000 horses and 10,000 cattle.
    

    
       
      Zhong Kui chased Lily and the Akhal-Teke horses all over Turkmen for three months, but could not capture her. She and the herd were faster than his horses and far more clever.
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        However Zhong Kui was not beaten. One night at full moon he called all the spirits of the underworld to help. He laid a trap by laying out a great feast of hay and barley mixed with eggs and butter. The horses stopped to eat and were soon full and sleepy as the wily Zhong Kui had drugged the food. He crept up silently to capture the sleeping Lily. As he threw the lasso around her it was not a horse he captured, but a beautiful blond girl. It was the Princess Lily in her real form. He hesitated and his heart was turned to tears. However when the tears touched her the magic was broken and she turned back into a bucking and frightened mare.
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        She fought, kicked and bucked all night.  Eventually he climbed on her back and by morning with the help of all the demons from Hell, he managed to break her. 
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        He took away her spirit and put it in a golden locket, which he wore with arrogant pride around his neck. He marched back to China with the Akhal-Teke herd and 3000 other horses. The return trip was very hard and only 1,000 and 10 ‘elite’- Akhal-Teke horses, including Lily survived. 
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        When the Emperor Wu Ti saw the state of the exhausted horses he got very angry.
    

    
        Also to see such a beautiful and elegant horse such as Lily so broken and forlorn turned his hard heart. He ordered Zhong Kui to open the locket and return her spirit.
    

    
        The Emperor built a stable the size of a palace for Lily and made her “The Emperor’s Horse” a special honour. It was said he used to visit her every full moon and it was secretly reported that the Princess Lily was his real wife and the favourite above all others. She bore six sons. The six stallions became the most famous horses in all China.
    

    
       
        
      * The reference to "blood sweating" horses has received some recent scientific study. Emperor Wu Ti believed the blood sweating horses to be touched with a divine grace and the blood sweating set them apart as a special breed touched by Heaven. They were worth it to him to expend an enormous fortune to obtain. Horses of the region today also "sweat blood". It was thought for many years that this was due to their thin skin and when heavily exercised, that blood burst through their skins. It has been discovered however that the bleeding is due to a parasite that is picked up in drinking water. The rivers that are known to carry the parasite are the Gorgan and Fergana rivers. At a certain point in the lifecycle of the parasite, it breaks through the skin causing the bleeding. This bleeding is known to occur in other animals such as donkeys and cattle, but not people.
    

    
       
    

    
       
    

    
      The Six Steeds of Emperor Tai-Tsung
    

    
         
      The six steeds of Emperor Tai-Tsung are the most renowned horses in China's history, for they bore him through his military triumphs. Horses are symbols of prestigious status and a measure of wealth and power in Tang. In Tang's tombs horses figurines are of unusual quality and quantity. 
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        The actual horses' carvings are located in front of the tomb of Emperor giving memory of his six chargers. While fighting to establish the Tang Dynasty with his father, Li Yuan (reigned AD 618-627), Li Shimin (reigned AD 627-649) found six horses sculptures which guarded the Zhaoling imperial tomb for more than 1,200 years. The sculptures thus gained the well-known name of "Zhaoling liujun (six steeds of the Zhaoling imperial tomb)"
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